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KPbiJIbA. HOTM M XBoCTbl

B NyCTblHe, rge 4acTo BCTpeyalTcA CTpaycbl M NuUlb M3pefka
rpudbl, BCTpeTunucb ogHaxabl Ctpayc mn lpud.

pnd cTpemuTenbHO npuneten OTKyAa-TO C JdanbHUX Fop.
CTpayc TyT e ronoBy B MeCOK CYHy/n MO TPYC/MBOW MpPUBbIYKE.

MocmoTpen Ha Hero HeopobpuTtenbHo pud 1 mMurom cuanan
CBOMM XMWLHbIM KJTIOBOM KaKylo-To ntobonbiTHyto Awepuyy. OHa
BepTenacb nobnms3octn, n en 6biN0 NOOMbITHO, YTO MOXET BbIN-
TM U3 BCTPeYn CTonb OONbLIMX MATUL.

KoHeuHO, OHa Morna cepbé3HO nocTpagatb, M MNOAENOM,
3a TO, UTO CYET CBOWM HOC Kyda He Hajo. Ho, Bnpouem, Kak
BoOOLlEe CBOWCTBEHHO AllepuLam, OHa oOTbpocuna CBOWM XBOCT
N cnacnacb 6erctBom. Tak uto lpudy TONbKO NMWb XBOCT U [O-
ctancAa. OH ero NpornoTuUN 1 fake He 3aMeTun: Nérkaa 3akycka!

OpHako ero uHTepecoBana BoBce He fAuwepuua. OHa npocTo
noABepHynacb nNog HOry M nonana nog Knws. [eno B gpyrom.
b p[aBHEHbKO XxOTen Yy3HaTb, MOYeMy 3Ta CTPaHHaA NTMUA
Crpayc Bcé BpemA Oeraet, a He neTaer.
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OH ,u,py>Kemo6Ho rnoxnonan CTpayca KPbUJIOM MO CrinHe, U TOT
HaKOHeL BblHYJNT N3 MNMeCKka U NoAHANT CBOKO MaJIEHbKYHO TOJIOBY.

— [JaBan nonetum BOH Tyaa, — MNokasan [pu¢ B Aanékyro
fanb. — TaM CTONIbKO BCero BKYCHEHbKOro!

— Cronbko? — cpa3sy oxumeunca CTpayc, BOBCIO pa3gBUHYB
CBOW KyLble KpblibA.

— BoT cTonbko, — cnerka cys3umn ero pasmax BO BCEM 006-
cTtoATenbHbIn [pud.

— A netatb He ymel, — CMyTUBWNUCb, npusHanca Crpa-
yc. — CoBcem.

— bbITb TOro He moxet! — nopa3sunca pud.

— MoXxeT, MmoXeT.




— Pa3bexucb, Torga M B3neTUwb, — nocoBeToBan lpuod.

— Kyga — pasbexuncb? — nosepten ronosown CTpayc.
— Typa, — BHOBb nokaszan [pud B Ty CTOPOHY, rOe UX OXWU-
[ano CTONbKO BCEro BKYCHeHbKoro. — Bcé 6nuxke 6yper.

MNpobexan CTpayC HECKONbKO LWaAroB, B3MaXHYNl KpbUlbAMY,
HO He B3neTes. He Bbiwo.

— [tnuka!l — T[pud Hacmewnveo BbIAEPHYN Yy Hero nepo
n3 xBocta — unok! — n cebe B XBOCT BCTaBWI. — Tbl MOCUIb-
Hen pa3roHucb! OnasgbiBaem, BCE BKYyCHeHbKoe CbepAr!

Nomuanca Crpayc.

A Tpnd Hag HUM KPYXUT N CBEPXY 3blYHO KOMAHAYET:

— [aBan, pasan! Pabortanm, Crpayc, pabortam Horamn! Eweé
obicTpen! MaBHoe, Kpbiba! Mawn Kpbinbamu! [Oenan, kak sl.

Ho Kak HM paBan, Kak HM paboTan Horamu, Kak HM Maxan
KpbinbAMu CTpayc, HMYEro He MnosyvyanocCb — HUKAK He B3feTan.
Ho 3aTto cTpemrnaB yHOCwicA BCE panblue v fajblie B YKasaH-
HOM HanpasfeHuu, B3AbIMas MeJIKYl0 MnecyaHylo Mbifb.

Netawmn cnegom lpud octanca rge-To ganeko MNo3agw.




CTpayc OCTaHOBW/ICA Yy KaKOro-TO pPrkaBOro aBTOMoOOWNA, Oas-
HO OpPOLIEHHOro B MYCTbIHE, N OMMAQENCA MO CTOPOHAM.

Hurge He 6bino BuaHo yuutensa lpuda.

HakoHey lpu¢ npuneten u, 3agbixanacb, MIOXHYNCA Ha3eMb.

— Tak u He B3neten? — TAXKeNo Ablwa, CAPOCU OH.

— Her...

— [Mtnuka! — Tpud cHoBa pe3ko BbigepHyn y Crpayca Apy-
roe nepo n onATb YKpacua MM COOCTBEHHbLIA XBOCT.

3aTeM MNPOKOBbUIAN K MallMHe, pa3BanwuicA Ha AOblpABOM CU-
AeHbe N BHOBb MPUWHANCA KOMaHAOBaTb, MPUroBapuBas:

— Jletan! He ymeewb — Hayumm! He xouewb — 3actaBum!

HanpacHo nbitanca Crpayc B3netetb, 6e3 Tonky 6eran v nog-
npbirvean. Kaxkabih pa3, B Haka3aHue, pud Bbigéprusan y Hero
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nepbA, ykKpawasa umu ceba, noka He octaBun CTpayca coBcem
6eCcxBOCTbIM.

— Crapanica, crapancal O KpbiibAx He 3abbiBanl! — nokpu-
KnBan [pud n, nornagbiBad Ha AaNEKUA TFOPW3OHT, rae, NO €ero
CBeleHNAM, CKpbIBafloCb MHOIO 4Yero BKYCHEHbKOro, a3apTHO
paccy>kgan: — Jlyywe peHb notepATb, MNOTOM 3@ NATb MUHYT
poneteTb!

B kKoHue KoHUOB He Bblgepxan Crpayc.

— KpblnbAa, KpbUibA... — BO3MYTUICA OH W FOPAO BOCKIUK-
Hyn: — Horu!

OH rHeBHO COrHy/n HOry B KOJieHe, nokasaB [pundy MOLHbIN
Oyrop MyCKynos.

CTpyxHyBwun pud Tak n CBanunca C CUAEHbA U, CIOBHO
KaKOW-TO 3afpuMaHHbIA CTpayc, CYHyn B MNECOK rOsioBY.

— [Mmmukal — xmbikHyn Crpayc. OgHUM Maxom Bbigpan
Yy Hero BCe XBOCTOBble MNepbfA, CBOU W UyXue, U ropao BCTaBUS
nx cebe, CTaB eLE MbllUHEE MpPEXHEro.

3aTeM nMOrpy3wn HOTy B MNEeCOK W HAaCMEeWsMBO MoLeKoTan
TaM, NOA MecKom, Tpycnmsyi ronosy [puda.

— A! — Tpnd nocnewHo BbigepHyn ronosy. — Yero?

— 3auem MHe neTaTtb, Kak Tbl, ecnn A berato, Kak A?!

N nobGexan cCTpeMuTeNnbHbIMM pPa3MAWUCTbIMK LWAraMm K ro-
PU3OHTY, rae, Kak roBOPAT, CTONIbKO BCEro BKYCHEHbKOrO.

— Horn, Horn... — npoBoguna ero B3rMMAAOM HeBeCTb Kak
OKasaBLIaAcA TYyT topkaa 6ecxBocTaa Awepuua n TopKecTByloLle
nposo3rnacuna: — [naBHoe — xBocCT!

MoBepHynacb n 6yaTO BbICTPENMNA B owenomnéHHoro lMpuda
CBOMM MFHOBEHHO OTPOCLIMM HOBbIM XBOCTOM.

N c poctomHcTBOM pABUHYnNacb Bcien 3a CTpaycom, 4TO-TO
BOpYa cebe nog HOC O BKYCHEHbKOM.

A OGecxBocTbii [pud Tak M oCTanca HEQOYMEHHO CuAeTb
Ha necke.

N BNpAMb He NOMMELLb, YTO BaXkHee: HOrMM, KpblibsA, XBOCTbI?..



TPOMHOM BEC,
CKA3KA 0 HEYAAUYHMKAX

B O[lHOM CKa304YHOM [MOCENKe XWUMMU...

Ho cHauana — o camom nocénke. DTO Obin, NOXKanyn, faxe
ManeHbKNN TOPOAOK C MNECTPbIMU AOMUKAMU-OYAKAMU U YXOXKEH-
HbIMW 3eNéHbIMM  ABOpPMKamMW. Ha OCTpoBepxmx Kpbllax OPKO
BepTenucb ¢niorepa — KecTaHble MNETYLWKN, COBayKn, KoLleuKu,
KPONUKWU.

Co6CTBEHHO, B 3TUX [AOMMKAX W KUAU-TO NULWb [OMALUHME
KWNBOTHble, B OCHOBHOM, CO0aKM U KOWKW. [OTOMY-TO MNOCENOK
N CKa30YHbIN.

B TO Huuem He npumeuaTesibHOe YTPO KaKOM-TO KOTEHOK
nepeberan ynuuy, 6€33a60THO TOHACb 3a NyWMWHKOW. U TyT u3-
3a MOBOPOTa BblETEN MOAHbLINA, CTaPUHHOrO BMAAQ, ABTOMOOWUIb.
3a pyném cmpen [lletyx c ¢oTtoannmapatom Ha wee. To nu npo-
€3N TYPWCT, TO N1 33ae3Xun penopTép.

OH nocnewHo Ha)kan Ha pPEe3nHOBYIO TpyLWy CUrHanma, KoTo-
pbin  Xpunno nporonocun: «Ky-Ka-pe-ky!» KOTEHOK OTMAPbIrHYII
NpoyYb, M aBTOMOOWNb YKaTWUA Jafblue MO [OPOre, CKPbIBLUKCH
B Knybax nbinn.
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Ha HeoObluHbIM 3BYK CUrHana BbiCKouun m3 Oyaku Ha coceg-
HeM ABOpe HekasncTbii nonoyxmin MNéc. OH TyT Xe 3abapabaHun
nanamu B ABepuy Onukarnwero JoMuKa.

— BcTrasanre!

COHHO NOTArMBaACb, HapyXKy BbUle3NM p[Ba KoTa: YEpHbIn
n benbin. Tak ux BCe Ha3biBasw.

— [lpocnann! — Bckpuuan lNéc. — Onosganu!

OHM npomyanncb 4epes MyCTbIHHbIA MOCENOK. I OCTOpOXKHO
nobexann Mo CTapoMy MOCTUKY, MEPEKNHYTOMY uepe3 rnyboKui
oBpar.

BHe3sanHo KoT benbih, ocTynmBWIMKCbL, 4YyTb He MPOBaANUICA
B MpOpexy HacTuna, HO KOT YEpHbIN yaep»kan ero Ha xoay.

benbin Ha mur rnAHyn c onackon BHM3 — Opp! Tam netnan
CBUpPENbIA KaMeHUCTbIW pyuyeun, HbipAA y MNOBOpOTa OBpara noj
CyKacTbii Bypenom.

MpobexaB MOCTMK, ApYy3bsA HEOAOYMEHHO OCTaHOBUIUCHL. Ha
CKamenKax camopesnbHbiX TPUOYH, OKPYXaBLIMX 3€NEHbIA  nyr
CO CNOPTM/IOWAAKON, HUKOro He Obu1ol.. Tonbko Ha oTaenb-
HOM CKamernke, npefHa3HauyeHHOM p[nA npeccobl, Boccepgan [leTyx
c ¢oTtoannapatom. Bcé-Takm OH OKa3anca 3ae3xum penopTe-
pom. [looganb BuaHenacb ero MawuHa. Bmpatb, OH 3aexan croja
OKPY>KHbIM MYTEM.

— loBopuwb, npocnann?! — npoBopyan KOT YEpPHbIN, YHU-
yToXatwe B3rnAHyB Ha [lca.

lNéc oTpewéHHO noyecan 3afgHen nanon 3aTtbiok. A benbin
C BOCTOProm 3asBWJI:

— 3aTo Mbl nydwivie mecTta 3anMém!

Jinwb Tenepb BAANM Ha OalleHKe MNOCENKa OTKPbUIOCb Mnopf
yacaMy OKOHUe, W MeXaHUYeCKur neTyx MpoKpuyan Ha BClO
OKPeCTHOCTb: «Ky-Ka-pe-Ky!»

Bckope nosanunu 3putenn. CobaKkn, KOLWKW, KPONUKK, TyCK
3aHANM BCe MecTa Ha NaBoykax CcTagumoHa. KoHeuHo, nyu-
e MecTa Hawwu Apy3bAa ycnenu 3axBatutb. HO nepep Hummn
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HEeOXKMAAHHO Cell Ha 3eM/0 OrMo3A4aBLUMA OFPOMHbIN, KaK LWKad,
6apboc.

OH 3acnoHnn cobon HayaBwWMNCA napag cobak — yyacCTHU-
KoB bonbwunx Cobaubmx CopeBHOBaAHUI, O KOTOPbIX ObINO 06B-
ABNEHO ewWeé mecAl Ha3ag.

NHorga 6apboc MOpbIBUCTO OTKIIOHANCA TO BEBO, TO BMpa-
BO. VI Torga Apy3bAM YyAaBanoCb YBUAETb XOTb KpaelweKk cocCTA-
3aHMN Ha nowajKke: Yen-To MPbPKOK, YEeN-TO KYBbIPOK...

3puTtenn BOCTOPXKEHHBIMU KpuKaMyn nopbdappvBann BbiCTyMaB-
wux. OHM Heygepxmmo 6Gonenu 3a CBOMX coceden Mo ABOPY.

Korga wu3AwHbIM Genbin  nygenb COBEPWMA  JIMXOW NUPYST
Ha TMMHACTUYEeCKOM OpeBHE, KaKOW-TO YepHILWWUIA KOT B3BWJICA
B 3agHeM pAfdy, UCTOWHO BOnMs:

— Ypa-y! — W ropgo 3ametmn npuMONKWKM cocepam: —
C moero pgBopa!l I emy HapO4yHO aXx ueTblpe Hegenu [opory
He nepeberan!

Bapboc no-npexHemy Mmewan Apy3baAM CMOTPETb COPEBHOBaA-
HuA. Torga Haw nonoyxmm cyTtynbin léc, He cxoaAa C MecCTa, Bbl-
TAHYNCA TaK, YTO CTasl HAMHOrO Bbllle POCTOM.

Tenepb oH Bcé Bugen otnmuHo! OpgHako, BCMNOMHWUB W MpO
CBOWX MAanopoC/biX Apy3en, OH 3aboTnMBo nocagun ux cebe
Ha nneyu.

Kool OypHO nepexuBanu 3axBaTbiBalollee 3penuiye: nes-
N Bblle, Ha camyto ronosy [lca, Aépranu ero 3a ywm M 4YyTb
NX He naganu ot BocTopra. [ocTaBanocb WM 3agHUM 3PUTENAM.
Kowaubn XBOCTbI TO M [eNo MaAuunau y HUX nepen rnasamu.
N pasgpakéHHbIM Gonenblmkam MNpUXoaUNoCb OTKUAbIBATb WX
B CTOPOHbI, C/IOBHO MYLWWCTble KUCTW Ha 3aHaBece.

[1éc TOXe nepeXxusan as3apTHO: MOAHWMAaN YyWM TOMOPUKOM,
HeBONbHO BbIrMban rpyab KOjecoMm, pa3BopauvBan nneun. Ax,
Kak OH, HaBEepHO, XOTen cenyac ObiITb Ha MecTe CNOPTCMEHOB!

3ameTuB 3TO, KOTbl benbin v YEPHbBIN MHOrO3HauUTENIbHO re-
pernAHynmnco.
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