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— He orcrasaiite, peBoukn, He orcraBaiite! —
ACKynbeTTa HaMETaHHBIM B3TASAOM OKMHYAA CBOE
HEIOCAYIIHOE CTAAO0 M TPUBBIYHO AoOaBMaa: —
Manpumkn tosxe! Mbl TOAXOAMM K CAMOMY WMHTE -
pecHOMY IIyHKTY Hamiei sKcKypcuwu!

AoKynberTa, TOACTAsl >KM3HEPAAOCTHAS TETKA,
CHMABHO 3aropeBniasi Ha 6€3’Kan0CTHOM WMTAaAbSIH -
CKOM COAHIIE, B LIMPOKMX KAOYHCKMX IITAHAX W He-
00BATHOM KODTE cepo-Oypo-MarMHOBOTO I(BeTa,
paborana rMAOM M € CAMOTO yTPa BOAMAA I'PYIIILY TI0
passaaunam [Tommen. Mexay 6ecancreHHBIMA Py -
MHAMM M MO3aMKaMM OHA yCIIeNa PACCKa3arh Typy -
CTaM BCIO CBOIO >KM3Hb — 4YTO POAMAAchk oHa B Po-
CTOBE, 9TO DK30TMYECKOE MM €/ Aanu POAMUTENH,
IIKOABHBIE YIUTEASI, TSHYBUIMECS K MUPOBOW KYAb-
Type, ¥ 9TO C 9TUM AUTEPATYPHLIM MMEHEM OHA Ma -
siaach GOABIIYIO YACTb CBOEM JKM3HM, ITOKA BOCEM -
HAALIATh AeT Ha3ap He Iepeexana B Mranmio, Tae
3TUM MMEHEM HUKOTO HE YAMBUTb.

— He orcrasaiire, He orcraBaitte! — mosTopm -
na AsKynberTa M IOAHSIAA BBICOKO HAA TOAOBOW
SIpKO-KpacHbrii 30HTMK. — Camoe wmHTepecHOe,
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AeBOYKM! — TIPOBOpKOBana OHa TAMHCTBEHHBIM
TOHOM M T€M Ke 30HTMKOM yKa3ana Ha KaMeHHYIO
MOCTOBYIO.

— Oi1! — nenyranHo BCKPUKHYAA CKPOMHASI PBI -
sxeHbKas Anza u momsTMaach. — IJTO XKe... 3TO...

— Aa, 210 MMeHHO OHO! — ¢ HECOMHEHHOW TOP -
AOCTBIO TIporoBopuaa ApKyaserra wm  orcrynuaa
B CTOPOHY, 94TOOBI BCE €€ MOAOTIETHbIE CMOTANU Pas-
TASIAETD M300paskeHne Ha aHTUIHOM TPOTyape.

Bre Besaxmx comHeHM, «3TO» OBIAO BBIAOYKEH -
HO€ MO3aMKOM MYKCKO€ AOCTOMHCTBO HEBEPOSITHBIX
pasMepoB.

JKeHmmHEBl rPOMKO 3aaxany, OAHAKO OKPY>KMAM
MO3auKy, HE CBOAS C Hee TAa3.

— Boobme-To 2TO mMPOCTO AOPOKHBIA yKasa-
TeAb, — MOsiICHMAA AJKyAbeTTa, — CTpenKa, KoTopas
[MOKA3bIBAET AOPOrY K AYIIAHAPHIO, IIPOLLE TOBOPST —
K aApeBHemMy 6Gopaento. OpHAKO ¢ 9TMM «yKasare-
AeM» CBsI3aHA WMHTEpPecHasl AereHpa, — pobaBuaa
OHa, MIOHU3UB rOA0C. — | OBOPAT, YTO €CAM KEHIIM -
HA HA HEM MOTOMYETCS, TO y Hee HeMPEeMEHHO Ha-
AAAMTCS AMYHAS JKM3HB. §1, IpaBaa, BOCEMHAAIATD
AeT Ha HEM TOITYYCh, W HWUKAKMX Pe3yaAbTaroB! —
Omna Ts5Ken0 B3AOXHYAA.

Boipepxas anst nmpuanmuamsa meGoapmyro maysy,
JKEHIIMHBI OPOCHMAMCH K HEMPUAMIHON MO3aukKe,
4TOOBI MOTONTATLCs Ha Hei. llepBoit, pacToakas
OCTaNbHBIX MPETEHAEHTOK, TIPOOUAACH K AHTUIHOMY
yKa3aTeAld CKPOMHAsl MHTEAAMTEHTHAsl CTapyLiKa
3unanpa BacuabesHa.

— A BBI 4TO K€, He MHTEpecyeTech? — paspancs
3a crmMHOM y Bepbl BKpapumBeIil ronoc.
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Cuosa Apcenwit!

OH BO3HMK PSIAOM C HEM, YXBATUA 32 AOKOTH CBO -
€71 TIOTHOWM PYyKOM M 3aAbIIIan B yXO.

Tocriopn, Hy kak >xe on eit Hapoena! Beckoneuno
MpUCTaBan ¢ PasroBopamm, Mano TOTO — XBaTan 3a
PYKH, TIPU BCSAKOM yAOOHOM M HEyAOOHOM caydae
HODOBMA B3sTb MOA AOKOTOK M BOOOIIE AOCA’KAAN
BCEMM BO3MOXKHBIMM criocobammn. Ha ninaske Hopo -
BUA yAedbCs Ha COCEAHMI NeXKak, TacKancs 3a Hew
B MOpe, a TaM OpBI3rancs M ITOA BOAOW XBaTan 3a
HOTH, KaK ISITUKAACCHUK B TIMOHEPCKOM Aarepe. 3a
3aBTPAKOM OH HEINPEMEHHO BBIOMpaAn €ee CTOAUK,
n y Bepbl MraHoBeHHO mpomapan anmeTuT, KOTAa OH
SKAAHO e, YaBKasl ¥ POHSS KPOUIKM Ha CTOA.

Beuepamm 6100 eme xysxe. OH cTraBua cBOM CTyA
CAMITKOM OAM3KO K €€, Kaaa IMOTHBIE PYKM €i Ha
[A€Y0 MAM AQ’Ke Ha KONEHKY, HO ITOCAE TOTO, KakK
Bepa uyBcTBUTEABHO YKONOAA €TO BUAKOM M BBIAMAA
Ha OPIOKM TOMATHBIN COYC, HECKOABKO IMOYMEPUA
cBo¥t mbin. Bepa mproboapuaachk M HapesaAaCh, ITO
ceropHs Ha sKckypenu B Ilomrien oH octaBuT ee
B IIOKO€.

Kak-uamnkak, mocarepumii peHb TMyTEBKM, 3aBTpa
oumn ynaeraior. Ho 2TOT KO3€a HE MOr CMMPHUTBCSA
¢ Hem30e)XHBIM M CHOBa B3sIACA 3a cBoe. Bepa ero
yIKe BUAETH He MOKer!

— Maue kaskercs, Tebe TOKe HY)KHO BCEPbE3 10 -

AyMaThb O AMYHOM JKM3HM! — HACTABUTENBHO IIPOTO -
BOpWA ApCceHWMii 1 elle Kperrde BIEIMACS B €€ AOKOTb.
Bepy mepepepryno — 3TM ero moTHBIE DYKM...

6pp! IlomaTHO, 9TO Cpear TTPOKANEHHBIX COMHIIEM
APEBHMX PYMH JKapKO, HO HE AO TAKOM K€ CTEIEHN. ..
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— Ornyerure moro pyky! — B3mMoamaach oHa,
YIIOPHO HA3bIBasl €ro Ha BbI B TIIETHOW IIOIIBITKE
OOBSCHUTD, YTO OHU APYT APYTY HUKTO M Tak u Oy -
AeT AO KOHIIA TOTrO, C IIO3BONEHMUs CKA3aThb, OT-
AbIXa.

Hanpacuo, po npuanmumsoro tuna Huvero He
AOXOAMAO.

— Aa 9ro TH Takas HepOTPOTa? — MCKPEHHE U3Y -
vuacss Apcenmit. — Tel B3pocaast sKeHImMHA, He
HY>KHO I1apaxarbcsi OT My KIMH.

«5I He o1 Bcex mapaxaroch, a TOABKO OT Bac!» —
XOTena CKasaTbh, HO IPUPOAHBI TaKT MOMEIIan,
" OTBETUAA OHA MHAYe:

— 41 He mwapaxaroch, MHE IPOCTO YKAPKO!

Bepe xorenocs 3a0pats 1 mocaars €ro mopanbiie,
HO BOKPYTI' ObIAM NIOAM, M €1, KaK BCErAQ, CTaAO He-
yAOOHO.

— W npaspa sxapko, — Ha aTOT pa3 ApceHuit
BBIHY>KAEH Obin cornacutbesi. OH ¢ IBHOM HEOXOTOWM
OTIIYCTUA AOKOTb, HO TYT K€ 3allen ¢ APYro# CTO-
ponbl: — A ThI cHUMM KOPTOUKY...

«Pasmeurancal» — mopymana Bepa, HO Beayx
HMYEro He CKa3ana, TOAbKO OTCTYIMAA B CTOPOHY.

Apcernit pBuHyAcs 6bIN0 32 HEM, HO CIIOTKHYACS
Ha HEPOBHOWM ApEeBHEl MOCTOBOM M OCTaHOBWACH,
9TOGBI IONPABUTL PEMEIIOK CAHAAAUMN.

Kcrarn, atm canpanmm oH HOCHMA B Aydmmx Tpa-
aumsix — ¢ Hockamu! M ata puonerosast Tpmko-
tTakHast pybamka Ha myroskax! B obmem, Bepy
pasppaskano B HEM Bce.

Bocrmoabsosasmmes ero 3aMmHKOM, OHA CKOAB-
3HyAQ B y3KMI1 IPOYAOK MEXAY ABYMsI IOAYyPa3py -
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NIEHHBIMW 3AaHUSMW. ApPCEHWM, TpbIras HA OAHOWM
HOTe, 3aMaxan PyKamMmu ¥ 3aBepelan:

— Bepynunk, kyaa sxe toi! Tol Tam 3a6ayanmibes!

Ho ona toasko npubasmaa xopy.

Ayduie 3a6ayAMTBCST CpeAM TTOMIIEMCKMX pa3Ba-
AMH, Y4€M CHOBA ITOYyBCTBOBATH HA CBOEM KOJKE IIPU -
KOCHOBEHMe ero MoTHbIX pyk! Aa 3a kakue rpexn et
Takoe Haka3zaHwue!

Ona 6pIcTpo mAa MEXAY KAMEHHBIMM CTEHAMM,
nanygarommMu TspReabrid skap. CBepHyaa HaneBo,
9TOOBI CAENATH KPYT M BBIMTH HABCTPETY IPYIIIE, HO
MOYTHU Cpa3y oKasanachb B TYIMKE.

Bepuynaace k mocaepneMy moBopoTy, HA MTHOBE -
HME 3a\yManach, KyAa MATU — MIPSIMO UAM CBEPHYTD
Hanpaso. Beibpana BTOPOi BapMaHT M BCKOPE yBM -
Aena BITEpeAM BBICOKYIO KAMEHHYIO apKy, 3a KOTO-
POV BMAHEANCS 3eAeHBIM AYT, TYT W TaM YCEeSHHBIN
KPYIHBIMM KAMEHHBIMM 0OA0OMKAMM.

Bepa nmpubasmna mary — kamMeHHBIE CTEHBI AABM -
AW, €l XOTENAOCh BBIPBATHCS HA IIPOCTOP, HA BO3AYX.

EnBa ona Bommna mop apky, c60Ky HEOXKMAAHHO
BO3HMK, CAOBHO BBIHBIPHYB M3 -IOA 36MAM, XyAOIIA -
BBIA MOAOAOM MTaNbsIHEI] B ADAHBIX AKMHCAX M dep -
HOM (pyrbonke. Ha cMonsHbIX KypuaBbIx BOAOCAX
ObIna 3aBs3aHa KpacHas OaHAAHA, TPUAABABINAS
eMmy nmparckuit Bua. Kasanocb, oH TOABKO 4TO Tie-
pebpancs ma 6opT B3ATOrOo Ha aboppask Kopabdas
" Terepb cobupaeTcst COGCTBEHHBIMM PYKaMWM IIepe -
OWUTb €ro HKUIIAXK.

Brnpouem, aeno, HaBepHOe, 6BIAO HE TOABKO
B 6aHAAHE, HO M B BBIPAYKEHUM AMIA — KAKOM-TO
JKECTKOM, PENUTEABHOM M HACTOPOYKEHHOM.
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— V>ke NONOBMHA YeTBEPTOro, — IIPOrOBOPWUA OH
I10 - aHIAMMCKM M KaK - TO CTPAHHO IocMoTpen Ha Bepy.

To am OT >kaphl, TO AM OT IPUCTAABHOTO B3TASIAA
ero GapxaTHBIX YepHBIX rAa3 y Bepbl BHe3anHo 3a-
Kkpy>xuaack ronosa. OHa pacTepsiHHO IHOISITUAACS,
B3I/SIHYAA HA 4ackl M CMYLIEHHO IpobopMorana:

— Her, TonpKO MONOBMHA TPETHETO...

Auno mmpara cmsaranaocs, 6yaro Bepa upesspi-
4yaiiHO oOpapoBasa €ro CBOMM OTBETOM, OH LIATHYA
K Hel M BAOKMA B PYKy KAKOM - TO HEGONBIION MPEAMET.

Bepa nonbrranace mporecToBarh, IONBITAAACH
OTAATh €My 3TOT HpPeAMeT — ee He pa3 IIpeAyIpe-
JKAAAM, 9TO HPEANPUMMYMBBIE aBGOPUTeHBl HA Ka-
SKAOM HIary CTaparoTcs BCYYUTh A€IKOMBICAEHHBIM
TYypUCTaM HMKYEMHBbIE IIOAEAKM 33 OACHOCNAOBHBIE
AEHBIM, HO MTaAbSIHEL] PA3BEPHYACS M MCIe3 TaK Ke
BHE3aITHO, KaK MOSBUACH.

Bepa npussraHo noaymana, 4To cHOBA IIOATBEP -
AMAA CBOXO HENPUCIIOCOONEHHOCTD K >KM3HM, OISITh
Iornanach Ha YAOYKY YAMIHBIX TOPTOBIEB, HO TYT JKe
BCIIOMHMAA, YTO TAMHCTBEHHBIN IMPAT He B3sIA C Hee
HUKaKUX AEHer, 3HAYUT, TPYAHO CUUTATh €ro 3ay-
PAAHDBIM MOINEHHMKOM.

Kpowme roro, ona ocosnana, 4ro OT HEOKMAAHHO -
CTM M PACTEPSIHHOCTM 06MAaHyAa CTPAHHOI'O UTAABSIH -
Ija: cKkasana eMy, 9TO ceifdac MOAOBWMHA TPeTbero, 3a-
OBIB, 4TO, IpUAETEB B MTannio, He repectaBuiaa CBOu
9acel ¥ OHWM 10 - IPE>KHEMY ITOKA3BIBAIOT MOCKOBCKOE
BpeMsi. 3HAYMUT, HA CAMOM AEAE [0 MECTHOMY Bpe-
MeHM ceifdac IIONOBMHA BTOPOT'O, HO HMKAaK He 4Yer-
BEpPTOro, KaK CKa3an 3TOT UTANBSTHCKMIA KPACABYMK. ..

Yypak kakoi -To!
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Bepa BarasHyaa Ha mpeaMer, KOTOPBIA CTpaH-
HBI} UTaAbsIHEL|, BAOXKHMA B €€ PyKy. JTO Oblaa Mo-
HETa MAM 9TO-TO BPOAE Hee: IAOCKMIA KPYTASLI U3
TSYKEAOTO CepebpUCTOro MeTanna, BBILEePOAEHHOTO
6e3KanOCTHBIM BpeMeHeM. B menrpe Hero 6bIn0
po6UTO KPYrAoe OTBEPCTHE.

Heoxmpanso npumao B ronosy, 9ro B 910 OT-
BEPCTME MOYKHO IIPOILYCTUTh LIHYPOK MAM LEHOYKY,
9TO6BI IOBECUMTDH aMyAeT Ha wen. Bor oHo, noHsana
Bepa, Bor moapxoasiuiee HazBaHMe ANSL DTOTO IIPEA -
mera — amyaer. Ha oaHO¥M ero cropone Gbin BBIOUT
HEOOBIYHBII PUCYHOK — TpW Oocble HOTHM, Gerympme
10 KPYyTy, CAOBHO TpW Ayda cTpaHHOW 3Be3psl. Ha
Apyroit cropore Bepa pasrasipaena kakue-TO IOAY-
CTepThble TPYAHOPa3AMYMMBble OYKBBI M 3HAYKHA.

OunpepeneHHo, HOAyMana OHA, amyAeT 3TOT
OYEeHDb CTApMHHBIA. W CTOUT HEMAaNbIX AEHET.

Bepa mammuansHO cyHyna mOAApOK B KapMa,
M BHE3AIIHO €€ OXBATUAO HEIIOHSTHOE, HEOODSICHM -
Moe BoaHeHMe. M eme OHA MOYyBCTBOBana CTPaXx.

VYansurensnoe peno: koraa Bepa co cBoeit rpymmoit
mAA [0 YAOYKAM APEBHETO I'OPOAQ, €l Ka3anoch, 94TO
TTomnen O6ykBanbHO IlEepelIOAHEHDLI TypucTamu, Ha
JKAPKMX yAUIAaX ObIAO sIGAOKY HETAE YIIACTD, 3BYy9Ianu
AECSITKM sI3BIKOB. A Terepb BOKpYr He ObIAO HM AYLIM
7 Lapuaa TyAKasi HACTOPOKEHHAST TULIMHA.

Bepe crano meyiorno. Iloskanyit, ceituac ona 06-
panoBanach 661 paske APCEHMIO ¢ ero TIOTHBIMU Py -
KaMu ¥ CanbHBIM B3rAsIAOM. LIpucransHo Bemorpe-
Aace B Ty CTOPOHY, KyAQ, Kak €l I10Ka3anoch,
CKPBIACSI YePHSIBLII HE3HAKOMeEL], HO HUYEro M H¥-
KOI'O He YBUAEAA.
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Ayr, Ha KOTODBI OHA BBIIAA, OKPYKaAW PyUHBI,
[oAypaspylIeHHbIe CTeHBI APeBHMX AOMOB. Mexay
9TUMM pa3BaAMHAMM TYT M TaM BUAHEAUCH Y3KME
IIPOXOABI, AOAKHO OBITh, B OAHOM M3 HMUX M CKPBIA -
Cs1 TOT CTPAHHBINA OPIOHET.

BokoBbiM 3pernem oHa BAPYT 3aMeTMAA ABMIKE-
HME C TIPOTUBOIIONOKHOM CTOPOHBI M TIOBEPHYAA TO -
NOBY, M €M1 OKA3an0Ch, 9TO B OAHOM M3 TEMHBIX IIPO -
XOAOB MEXAY PyMHAMM MENbKHYAA KaKasi-TO TEHb.

Ho ecam munytoi panbme ona 6pina 661 pana
A1060My YENAOBEKY, TO TEIEepPh Ta TeHb ucIryrana. Li
MOKAa3an0Ch, YTO M3 TEMHOTBHI HA Hee KTO-TO CMO -
TPUT — MPAYHO, YIPOIKAIOLIE.

«/Aa 910 CO MHOWM TPOUCXOAUT? — YAMBAEHHO
noaymana Bepa. — Yro 3a HescHBIN npuUCTyIl Tpe-
Born? HasepHo, Tak aeiictByer Ha meHs sxkapa. Bce
XOPOUIO, HUKAKOM OIMACHOCTU HET, CeNdac s COpw-
€HTUPYIOCH IO MAAHY M HAMAY CBOIO TPYIIILY> .

W He ycnena oHa ITOAyMATh O TPYIIIE, KAk 13 60 -
KOBOTO ITPOXOAA HA NY2KAMKY BBIKATUAACH AKYABET -
Ta B CBOMX KNAOYHCKMX LITAHAX M ¢ KPACHBIM 30HTM -
KOM B pyKe.

Monopoit nranpsiHen B ADAHBIX AKMHCAX M 9€P -
HOM QyTOONAKE, YEM - TO TTOXOKMIA HA HAYMHAIOIETO
MpaTa us3-3a KpacHoW GaHAAHBI HA TONOBE, MSTKOM
MPY>XMHUCTOM MTOXOAKOWM IEA IO Y3KOMY IPOYAKY
MeykAy KaMeHHBIMM CTEHAaMM APEBHEro TOPOAA.

Heosxmnpanno m3 moaykpyraoit apkn emy HaBerpe -
49y BBIHBIPHYAA BLICOKAsT OPIOHETKA B KOYKAHOM KypT -
Ke C 3aKAelNKaMMu. TeMHBIE BOAOCHI OBIAM KOPOTKO
MTOACTPVMIKEHBI, KPACUMBOE AMIIO HEMHOTO TIOPTHA
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mpaM B BUAE 3Be3AbI ¢ TpeMst aydamu. OraspaeBumcs
0 CcTOpoHAM, OpIOHETKA BIIOATOAOCA CIIPOCUAA
10 - AHTAUMACKM :

— Koropsiit gac?

WranpsiHen, HEAOYMEHHO B3TASIHYA HA Hee, TOA-
HSIA PYKY C 9acamm ¥ MPOLEAMA:

— COpoK MMHYT BTOPOTO.

Bpronerka, opHako, OTBETOM HE YAOBAETBOPH -
nachk. OHa BCTana Ha IMyTH «IIMPaTa» v MOBTOPUAA:

— Koropsrit gac?

Monopoit napeHs B3rAsIHYA HA Hee ¢ YAMBAEHUEM,
MOIBITAACST OOOMTH, HO AEBUIA HE MPOIYCTUAA ErO.
Anuio ee oTBepaenO, M OHA CHOBA OTYETAMBO MOBTO -
puaa:

— Koropsiit gyac?

Tyr B raasax MranbsHIla BCIIBIXHYA OTOHEK II0-
AO3PEHMsSI, M OH HEyBEPEHHO MPOTOBOPMA:

— VoKe TONOBMHA YE€TBEPTOTO. ..

DBpronerka sBHO o6papoBanach, AMIO €€ CMSIT-
YMNOCh, M OHA OTBETMAA:

— Her, Toasko nonosuua tpersero!

ITocae sroro ona mpmbAM3MAACE K MTAABSHILY
¥ BBUKMAATENBHO IOCMOTPENA HA HETO.

«IInpar» BeirAsinen yamsnaenneim. OH pacre-
PSTHHO HOKPYTUA FOAOBOM M TIPOTSIHYA:

— Ho s1... HO 51 y2xe...

— Yro 3naunt — yxe?

— S yoxe nepepan... Ko mue nmopomna sxkeHmmua,
Ha3Bana BEPHBIN MMAPOAb, M 51 IIEPEAAN €il...

— Yepr, uro THI Hecemb? — Awuio GproHeTKM
[EPEKOCUMAOCH, OHA 3aBEPTEAA TOAOBOM, CAOBHO KO -
ro-TO MCKana.
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